
Celebrating Knowledge (and so 
many other great 
things!) 
Laughter, smiles, engaged students, 

comfortability, varied activities 

and instruction, growing in faith… 

One of the best parts of my day is a 
classroom walk through. This is 

generally meant to be a 3-5 minute opportunity to 
see a snippet of classroom teaching and learning.  

I have walked away on many occasions very impressed 
with the interactions between the teachers and 
students and the positive atmosphere within the 
classroom. 

This is one of many forms of observation and 
specifically allows me to keep a running record with 
the teachers. While I am in the classroom, I take 
notes electronically and send the teachers any 
questions. By the close of the day, the teacher can 
respond to any questions I may have. This keeps me 
very close to each classroom. 

More often than not, students will come up and share 
what they are working on…or whisper a joke in my 
ear. I was even caught in the middle of a Knowledge 
Celebration ritual done in one middle school class as 
students get prepared for an assessment. 

I continue to be impressed with the participation of 
our students in their learning and the creativity of 
our teachers to engage and challenge our students. 
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An Ongoing Faith Journey! 
As we returned from our Christmas Break, five of 
our teachers were just getting started on their 
Holy Land Pilgrimage. Kyle Kelley, Sharon 
Hierlmaier, Emily Moore, Andy Sherburne and Jeff 
Solsten joined a group of 50 pilgrims led by Father 
Kevin and Father Bryan Park of Annunciation.  

These teachers were incredibly grateful for this 
opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Jesus and 
grow in their own faith through this journey. They 
are excited to have the opportunity now to share 
their experience with our students and community 
and enrich the faith lives of others. So far, through 
annual grants from the Catholic School Center of 
Excellence (CSCOE) and other donors, OLG has 
sent 18 senior teachers on Holy Land Pilgrimages. 
The hope is to send five additional teachers in 
2020. 

The OLG Pilgrims at the Mount of Carmel

The OLG Pilgrims at the Wailing Wall
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Groves Partnership Update 
As we complete our sixth month partnering with 
Groves in grades K-2, teachers are very excited 
with the growth of their students. Not only are 
students showing growth in their reading fluency, 
they are growing as writers and understanding how 
to break the code of our language. Students are 
learning the meaning of suffixes and how to divide 
words into syllables, which helps all students 
become better readers. Teachers are looking 
forward to seeing in what other ways their 

students will progress as we complete our first 
year partnering with Groves. 

We are currently one of three Catholic schools in 
the Archdiocese who are partnering with Groves. 
However, CSCOE is working to expand this initiative 
to elementary schools throughout the whole 
Archdiocese. 

Blue Ribbon Application 
Update 
As mentioned previously, OLG did submit an 
application for a third Blue Ribbon award through the 
United States Department of Education. This was done 
in December. 

Non-public schools first submit their applications 
through the Council for American Private Education 
(CAPE). CAPE evaluates all of the non-public schools 
and nominates 50 to the US Department of Education 
as high quality candidates for the Blue Ribbon Award. 

We heard from CAPE at the end of January that we 
are one of the 50 schools that they recommended! 
This is the third time OLG School has been 
recommended for a Blue Ribbon by CAPE! 

The application has now been advanced to the US 
Department of Education and will be reviewed over 
the next several months. We will hear our final status 
by the end of September 2019. 

70th Anniversary of OLG 
School! 
Saturday, September 21st 2019 

We are beyond 
excited to 
celebrate our 70 
Years of Grace at 
OLG School this 
coming fall! This will 
be a celebration for our 
entire community: 
alumni, alumni 
families, current 
students and families, 
grandparents, parishioners and friends of OLG School! 
This will also serve as our annual Marathon 
celebration. Here are some of the highlights of the 
day: 

• Morning 5K Event/OLG School Marathon  
Celebration Activities 

• Carnival and Midway Activities 

• 5pm Mass 

• Group Gatherings By Decades 

• School Tours 

• An Outdoor Rock The Field Evening Event 

• An Indoor Wine & Appetizers Evening Event 

• And More! 

Check out our event page here and share with 
others. We sure hope that you can join for some or 
all of the fun! Spread the word! 

Second graders practicing sky writing

An OLG Classroom in 1951
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Uniform Reminder - Skirt 
Length 
As our children grow and hemlines become 
shorter, it is important that our students maintain 
a modest dress. A reminder that skirts should be 
no more than 2 inches above the knee for K-5 and 
3 inches above the knee for middle school. Please, 
over spring break, make necessary alterations to 
make sure hemlines reflect the policy. 

Handbook Update: New Social 
Media Policy 

OLG recognizes the importance of social media 
platforms in promoting our school and as a 
communication tool. However, as a Catholic 
School, we needed to update our social media 
policies to make sure we, as a community, are 
maintaining a positive voice on social media and 
keeping in line with our mission. Our Parent/
Student Handbook can always be found on our 
website. The social media policies can be found on 
pages 41-46 and have been amended regarding 
social media expectations for all sections: 
students, educators and parents. 

OLG Food Service Exploration 
Last year, Edina Public Schools approached OLG 
and shared that they will start charging a service 
fee for continuing to run the OLG lunch program. 
Previously, there had been no fee other than the 
cost of student lunches. This change prompted a 
team of parents and school administrators to 
begin a food service exploration process. This 
team is currently looking at the food service 
providers available and the benefits they would 
each bring to OLG School. 

Wedding Bells & Diapers! 
There has been a lot of excitement for our OLG 
Staff this year! We wish glad tidings for these 
teachers as they begin their family life. 
Congratulations on engagements and weddings: 
newly engaged Kyle Kelley; recently married 
Georgie White Smerud; spring break wedding for 
Paul Schmidt and summer wedding for Megan 
Hahn. 

Congratulations on new babies to: Katie & Matt 
Butcher with baby Bennett on (9/23/18); Katie & 
Matt Foley with baby Margaret (10/24/18); Linda 
Bakken with grand baby Gemma (3/6/19) and 
coming soon Amy & Jason Scott and baby. Please 
keep all of these families in your prayers. 

Thank You! 
The witness of our parents and families has 
always been our greatest marketing tool for OLG 
School! We are grateful for each of you who share 
the good news of OLG School in big and small 
ways every day. Throughout this year, there have 
been many parents, students and alumni who 
have been willing give testimonials and speak at 
Masses and Open Houses. Thank you to the 
following individuals: 

For Promoting Kindergarten: 
The Becker Family 
The Brumbaugh Family 
The Farley Family 
The Rooney Family 
The Varecka Family 
Maria & Tim Neuner 
Sarah Schumacher 
Evan Reid (8th Grader) 
MacKenzie Thomas (8th Grader) 

For Catholic Schools Week Masses: 
The Halloran Family 
The McAdam Family 
The Michael Family 
The Reid Family 
The Schutz Family 

For Promoting Middle School 
Mary Kuehl 
Bobbie McAdam 
Shawn Murnan 
Maddie Hannan (Class of 2015) 
Jack Ogle (Class of 2015)
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