
Celebrating What Makes Us 
Special! 
Every year, we finish the month of 
January by celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week. This is such an 
important celebration for our 
students, staff and families.  

It is truly an opportunity to celebrate 
what makes Our Lady of Grace Catholic School so 
special. What are the reasons you think OLG School 
is special? For me, it is about the partnership 
between the school and you parents. We partner 
together to instill a love of Jesus and the Catholic 
faith as well as well as a love of learning into our 
children. We partner together to wrap our arms 
around each of our students to help them feel safe, 
happy and loved. Sometimes, in the rush of life, we 
lose sight of these important elements that make 
OLG School so special. 

As we move forward in our partnership, I invite you 
to reach out to me or your classroom teacher(s), if 
there is ever a way we can be supportive to your 
child or family. 
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Enrollment 
Looking at 2018-19, we are projecting that enrollment 
will grow by about 5 students to 658! 

As a Catholic parish school, we want to have Catholic 
education attainable and accessible for parish 
families interested in joining our school community. 
Sometimes families note that our class sizes seem 
larger than other non public schools. This may be true 
in some grade levels. In order to support such a high 
interest in parish families attending OLG School, we 
have one of the strongest and most consistent teacher 
assistant programs. Having our wonderful TAs allows 
for increased one-on-one and small group attention 
and greater differentiation for all students. More 
recently, we have been able to add a learning 
specialist, small group reading support, a school 
counselor, and onsite Edina special education. 

I have received some specific questions regarding 
both next year’s Kindergarten and third grade classes. 
Our 2018-19 Kindergarten class received a very high 
level of interest and over 100 families submitted 
registrations. While our desire would be to admit all 
of these families, we are continuing to keep our 
Kindergarten class size at a maximum of 25 per class 
for a total of 75 kindergarten students. 

For next year’s 3rd grade class, as a current 2nd grade 
class, they are over enrolled by 1 student. This 
decision was made to accommodate multiple families 
who were moving to Edina from other Catholic schools 
and joining OLG Parish. For 2018-19, this grade will no 
longer be over enrolled and will be at the maximum 
class size of 27 students. This grade does continue to 
have a wait list. 

Should you have further questions about enrollment 
or class sizes, please feel free to contact me. Also, if 
you may be in need of tuition assistance for next year, 
please contact the office for information on our TADS 
process. 

7th graders at the CSW Teacher Raffle!



The Education Committee continues to monitor the 
implementation of Standards Based Grading. 
Teachers are working at bringing consistency to the 
application of SBG across subjects and grades.  
Parent feedback led to the additional handouts with 
1st Trimester report cards as well as the sending 
home of completed tests. The current language arts 
curriculum is under review with a new program to 
be adopted by the end of the school year. A 
potential staff development model is being explored 
between OLG and Groves Academy.  The committee 
is also considering a parent survey to address how 
many OLG students utilize tutoring or special 
assistance. The committee agreed that Personalized 
Learning is happening in many ways in the school. 
Teachers’ teaching styles, students’ learning styles, 
curriculum, class dynamics all contribute to a 
teacher’s ability to make student-centered learning 
a reality in their classrooms. Based upon teacher 
and student input the new furniture (Design For 
Learning) in classrooms has added to a positive 
learning environment. Several schools have visited 
OLG to see Design For Learning in action.  

The goal of this year’s Finance Committee is to look 
at future sustainability of our school in conjunction 
with the ability to offer families an excellent 
Catholic education at an affordable rate. The 
committee is currently reviewing the tuition policy 
for parishioners, non-parishioners, siblings, and OLG 
employees as well as examining the current 
financial assistance program. The parish has moved 
from Facts Management to TADS, a private financial 
assistance company. The committee is determining 
how TADS calculates financial aid and how financial 
aid is granted for our families. The committee is 
also reviewing teacher and staff salaries, total staff 
benefit package, Edina comp grids and the creation 
of a 5-year budget and enrollment projection for 
better tuition planning.  

The focus of the Marketing Committee is making 
OLG more present within and beyond the 
community with an emphasis on increasing 
enrollment. Special attention was given to the 
presentations at the Kindergarten and Middle School 
Open Houses as well Catholic Schools Week parish 
liturgies. Parent, student and alumni testimonials 
were increased in all of the presentations. The 
committee is currently working on how to best 
capture the identity of our Catholic School through 
a tagline and belief statement that would 
complement our mission and philosophy.   

SAC Updates 
The School Advisory Council (SAC) leads many school 
committees that are comprised of SAC members, 
school administration, teachers and parents at large. 
Here is an update on some of the committee 
initiatives.  

The goal of the Faith Committee is to promote and 
nurture the spiritual well-being and faith formation 
of OLG school students and families. Some current 
initiatives included the Lenten Soup Supper hosted 
by 3rd/6th grade buddies, an upcoming 8th grade/
kindergarten buddy Mass, the presence of OLG 
School choirs at weekend liturgies, and the 
continuation of monthly school-wide service 
projects. Parent and faculty book clubs are being 
offered during the season of Lent.  A teacher survey 
was created to better understand what prayers are 
taught throughout all grade levels. Teachers are also 
following “Going Deeper” a video series sponsored 
by CSCOE (Catholic Schools Center of Excellence) 
that explores the role of a Catholic School teacher 
within the mission of the larger church. Committee 
discussion has centered upon increasing community 
prayer within sporting teams, meetings, any time 
people gather and adding a prayer component within 
service projects. 

The focus of the Technology Committee this year 
was a renew of the One to One program for the 
Middle School and new computers for all staff. This 
year the tech committee is also reviewing all 
technology related polices as well our student 
information system and exploring alternatives that 
contain better Standards Based Grading options and 
possibly a learning management system. Recently, a 
survey was sent to all classroom teachers regarding 
the time usage of technology in each of their 
curricular areas.  A technology club has also been 
initiated for Middle School students.  

6th graders serving at the Soup Supper.



Alumni 
With Catholic Schools Week, 
we sent our 2nd ever alumni 
mailing! We mailed to 2500 
alumni students, 450 alumni 
parents, 475 OLG School 
grandparents and 425 OLG 
school parents as a part of 
our CSW mailing. Each group 
received a letter about CSW 
and happenings at the school 
as well as an OLG luggage 
tag to show their OLG pride 
on luggage, backpacks, 
instruments, golf bags, etc. 
This is all part of our effort 
to keep our constituents more engaged even when 
they are no longer on campus. We also participated 
in a National Catholic Education Association Day of 
Giving for Catholic Schools. We asked our alumni to 
support us on this day in conjunction with the Gala 
Fund the Need for the Music Center. We have never 
appealed to them before. For the CSW Day of 
Giving, we are currently sitting at over $20,000 with 
some donations trickling in via mail. 

Welcome, Julia Zappa! 
We are excited to welcome back OLG graduate Julia 
Zappa (’10) as a student teacher with Mrs. Solnitzky 
in 8th grade language arts! Julia is currently a senior 
at the University of St. Thomas studying education 
as well as communicative arts and literature. We 
are lucky to have her this spring! 

ReIgnite Retreat 
From Feb 27-Mar 1st I am attending a 3-day retreat 
sponsored by CSCOE for the principals of our 
Archdiocese. Father Kevin and Deacon Bob Durham 
will be joining me on the third day of the retreat. 
The retreat will offer prayer, reflection, and social 
opportunities. I am grateful to CSCOE and our 
Archdiocese and delightfully looking forward to 
spending time with my colleagues. 

School Start Times 
Conversation 
As a reminder, Edina Public Schools has resumed the 
conversation regarding school start times for the 
K-12 schools within its system. As we participate in 
the busing program through Edina, we may be 
effected by the results of this conversation. The 
current recommendation to the Edina School board 
is the following: EPS elementary schools 7:50-2:25,  
OLG/Normandale/high school ~8:30-3:15, and  
EPS middle schools 9:20-4:05. Remaining Timeline: 
 2/26  EPS School Board Discussion 
 2/27  Listening Session 
 3/12  EPS School Board Discussion 
 3/19  EPS School Board Decision 

Library Transformation! 
As a result of a our successful Give to the Max 2017, 
we have already transformed our library space. New 
library furniture arrived on President’s Day. Input 
from school staff, parish staff and parent groups 
were considered in the choice of the new furniture 
design. Many possible configurations are possible for 
tables and chairs based upon the needs of the group. 
The students are loving the new furniture and 
options.  

Family Mass and Breakfast 
What a wonderful celebration of our community and 
families recently as over 300 students and their 
parents or guests joined together to celebrate the 
Eucharist and enjoy a treat! Thank you to Julia Reid 
and Christina Mosakowski for their leadership on 
these events and all those who helped!

2nd graders enjoying the new library 
design!

6th graders and their moms at the Family Mass 
and Breakfast!

Miss Zappa helping a student.




