
We lead with Yes. 
At our September Parent Information 
Evenings, we took the opportunity to 
introduce our new tagline to our parent 
community. Thank you to Adam 
Groebner and SAC Marketing Committee 
of Elizabeth Nientimp, Kristi Herro, 
Sarah Schumacher, Danette Halloran 
and Bonnie Gross for their leadership 
on this project. And to Brian McAdam 
for his work on this beautiful video. 

“We lead with Yes.” took shape as 
the perfect way to capture the 
OLG School Community historically, 
current and moving in the years to 
come. With Mary as our patron 
saint, we are called to emulate her 
great “Yes” at the Annunciation. 
The idea of leading with yes should 
permeate the lives of our students 
and families as leaders in the 
classroom, in extra curriculars and 
in the community. Specifically, 

• We believe in exploring opportunities to emulate 
Mary and find our "Great Yes” 

• We believe in saying "yes" to reaching beyond 
ourselves 

• We believe in saying "yes" to sharing God's love 

When I think of leading with Yes, I think of our recent 
PIE Night. I am grateful to Elizabeth and Alanna Halloran 
for their presentation on how their parents make every 
day a faith experience in their home. I am grateful to 
Sean Lavell for his leadership and to Michael Ramme 
and Josh Arrington for their testimony regarding their 
RCIA experience. Currently, the majority of the RCIA 
candidates this fall are school parents. I am grateful to 
Sarah Schliesman for sharing her personal faith journey 
at OLG and encouraging participation in ACTS 29. There 
are now school parents participating in ACTS 29 groups 
both during the school day and evening. We are truly a 
community that leads with Yes. 
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Dancing With The 
OLG Stars Marathon 
Success! 
Our Dancing with the OLG Stars 
Marathon far surpassed our 
fundraising goal with a total of 
over $114,000! We truly are 
grateful for the leadership of our 
8th grade parents: Katie Mork, 
Leah Olson, Alyssa Pankratz and 

many helpers. We are also grateful 
for the participation of our school families! 95% of 
families participated in this important school 
fundraiser! 

As a part of our Marathon celebration, we had our 
annual Pancake Breakfast. Over 750 people attended 
the breakfast. We are grateful to our chairs, Carrie 
Lang and Anne Stedman, and our second grade 
parents who hosted this event. Although the 
breakfast does bring in funds for Marathon, it is 
mainly intended to be a community event hosted 
and supported by our second grade parents. 

OLG 8th graders after the Marathon Pepfest!

“I have never been so 
proud of a school in 20 
years as I was during 

this year’s PIE Night!” 
-Fr. Kevin Finnegan

Marathon Celebration Fun!

https://vimeo.com/291781649
https://vimeo.com/291781649


Grandparents Days 
We hosted over 400 grandparents during the two 
special days! Our grandparents enjoyed the Masses and 

the homilies by Fr. Kevin and Fr. 
Matthew. After Mass the 
grandparents were invited to our 
students’ classrooms for 
presentations and treats. We are 
grateful to our homeroom 
parents who organized special 
treats for each classroom and 
our teacher and student hosts. 
This is a heartwarming event for 
both our students and our 
grandparents.  

Groves Partnership Update 
The Institute for Professional Learning at Groves 
Academy is partnering with the kindergarten 
through second grade teachers to implement the 
Groves Literacy Framework. We began with a half-
day literacy workshop in August. Teachers learned 
about the multi-sensory curriculum they would be 
implementing during their daily word study 
lessons.  

Another exciting component of the partnership is 
our literacy coach, Jenny Thomas, who is on 
campus once a week. Mrs. Thomas visits each 
classroom every Monday and supports teachers by 
modeling, observing, and answering any questions.  
Monthly professional development is provided 
when grade level teachers meet with Mrs. Thomas.  
Teachers are very excited about this new 
partnership, which will benefit all our students.  

Wonders Curriculum 
OLG is excited about the implementation of Wonders, 

the new Language Arts curriculum, in kindergarten 
through fifth grade. Wonders will provide our students 
with the instruction that will lead to their success. The 
program provides the support students need to build a 
strong reading foundation, access complex text, find 
and use text evidence, engage in collaborative 
conversations, and write to sources. 

OLG Preschool Information 
Our OLG community is growing!  The question has been 
asked for years, “why doesn’t OLG have a preschool?”  
Although the reason for asking 
that question has varied, the 
gap in our parish ministries 
between baptism and 
kindergarten has remained 
constant.   

The void will now be addressed 
for our young, new, and 
growing families in our parish 
with the opening of an OLG 
preschool in the fall of 2019.  
Our recent preschool survey 
highlighted a need for a 
Catholic preschool within our parish community.  
Additionally, local community demographics support 
preschool growth, and an OLG preschool would be the 
only Catholic preschool in Edina. 

The survey, along with tours of other preschools, has 
validated our focus on serving children 33 months and 
older, providing half and full day program options, and 
offering before and after care extended hours.  We will 
need a large group activity room, secure building, and 
outdoor playground and environmental learning area.  
Staff will need to be hired. 

As you may well be aware, we don’t have any unused 
space in our current school buildings.  We do, however, 
have some unused space on our campus, and will add a 
new “modular” building for the preschool and other 
parish uses.  This new structure will not be trailers, 
and will blend in nicely with our campus architecture.  
Work continues on a preschool curriculum, summer 
program, and traffic flow.  

Although we expect a natural flow from an OLG 
preschool to our OLG kindergarten, the benefits of 
becoming a “preschool through 8th grade” school 
system go beyond enrollment.  The preschool will be 
self-sustaining, and will actually enable broader school 
improvements.  OLG preschoolers will be well prepared 
for their special kindergarten experience. 

Thank you to everyone who completed our preschool 
survey.  We are leveraging that feedback as we 
continue to design an OLG preschool.  We will continue 
to update you as we know more.  Watch for an open 
house in early 2019. I am grateful to current school 
parents, Miranda LaRosa and Shari Rogalski, for their 
leadership and consultation as we move forward with 
the development of our preschool.

Mrs. Maurice and a student using the new 
Wonders curriculum.

We love hosting our grandparents!



Kindergarten Open House! 
Tuesday, November 13th 
we will have our two 
Kindergarten Open House 
visits for prospective 
families! In order to 
maintain our strong 
enrollment at OLG, it is 
important to continue to 
have 3 full Kindergarten 
classes. Word of mouth has 
always been our strongest 
marketing tool. Please 
spread the word to friends 
and families looking for a 
school to call home! 

Looking Ahead 
• Fall Conferences are coming soon! This is a great 

opportunity to continue your partnership with your 
child’s teacher and monitor your child’s progress. 
Revisit a recent Weekender to register if you have 
not yet. 

• MNSAA Conference - On Friday, November 2nd, OLG 
will again host the annual MN Nonpublic School 
Accreditation Association Conference for statewide 
non-public schools. This will be our third year 
hosting and running this event. This is a non-school 
day for OLG Students. 

• Give to the Max is coming on Thursday, November 
15th! Please spread the word and consider 
supporting this important day of giving to help us 
continue to provide a top notch technology program! 

Blue Ribbon Application 
OLG School is in the process 
of applying for a third Blue 
Ribbon Award through the 
U.S. Department of 
Education. 

Why are we applying for 
another blue ribbon when the 
bar for a third blue ribbon is 
nearly unreachable? Whether 
or not OLG receives the third 
blue ribbon, the application 
itself serves as a wonderful, 
historical document for the 
school’s evolution. Each of 
the three applications tells 
the story of the school, 
documenting for the record books how the school’s 
faculty, staff, leadership and community—those who 
have come before and those who will come after—have 
delivered on the school’s mission to create life-long 
learners who love God, love their neighbors, and desire 
to serve the greater community. 

The application is due in December. We will keep you 
updated on the progress of our application. 

Mass of the Holy Spirit 
12,000 4th-8th grade students celebrated Mass with 
our archdiocesan priests, our bishop and archbishop on 
October 10th at U.S. Bank Stadium. Archbishop Hebda 
spoke about the need to practice our faith. He 
referred to the Minneapolis Miracle Stefon Diggs’ catch 
and the hours he spent practicing for that moment. 
Likewise, we need to spend time everyday practicing 
our faith. This Mass at U.S. Bank will be a lifetime 
memory for our 
teachers and 
students. We are 
grateful to Richelle 
Dudziak, the lead 
coordinator for our 
school. We were 
also blessed by the 
generosity of 
CSCOE who 
sponsored the Mass 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Archbishop Hebda greeting OLG Middle School Students at the Mass of 
the Holy Spirit!

https://cscoe-mn.org/
https://cscoe-mn.org/

